The Sikh Gurdwaras (Amendment) Bill, 2016 


• The Sikh Gurdwaras (Amendment) Bill, 2016 was introduced in Rajya Sabha by the 
Minister of Home Affairs, Mr. Rajnath Singh, on March 15, 2016. It was passed by 
the House on March 16, 2016. The Bill seeks to amend the Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925. 

• The Act regulates administration of Sikh Gurdwaras in Chandigarh, Haryana, 
Himachal Pradesh and Punjab. For this purpose, it established the Sikh Gurdwara 
Prabandhak Committee (SGPC) for overall administration and management, and set 
up committees for management of every Gurdwara. It also lays down the powers of 
the SGPC and other committees, and regulates elections to them. 

• Election to the SGPC and management committees: The Act provides that 
every Sikh who is above 21 years of age and is registered as a voter, will be entitled to 
vote in the elections to the SGPC and management committees. However, no person 
who trims or shaves his beard or hair will be entitled to vote in these elections. The 
Act creates an exception for Sehjdhari Sikhs who trim or shave their beard or hair, 
and allows them to vote. The Bill removes this exception, disentitling Sehjdhari Sikhs 
from voting if they carry out these activities. 

• Under the Act, Sehjdhari Sikhs are those persons who: (i) perform 
ceremonies according to Sikh rites, (ii) do not consume tobacco or halal meat, (iii) 
have not been expelled from the religion for committing a religious transgression, 
and (iv) can recite the Mul Mantra (a Sikh prayer). 

• Retrospective operation: The Bill will be deemed to have come into force on 
October 8, 2003. According to the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill, this 
is in light of a government notification dated October 8, 2003 which had sought to 
disentitle the Sehjdhari Sikhs from voting in the SGPC and management committee 
elections. However, the Punjab and Haryana High Court had struck down the 
notification as invalid in 2011. It had noted that the legislature must amend the law, 
if Sehjdhari Sikhs are to be disentitled from voting. 
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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE 

(Legislative Department) 

New Delhi, the 6th May, 2016/Vaisakha 16, 1938 ( Saka ) 

The following Act of Parliament received the assent of the President on the 
5th May, 2016, and is hereby published for general information: — 


THE SIKH GURDWARAS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2016 
No. 21 of 2016 

[5th May, 2016.] 

An Act further to amend the Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925. 


Punjab Act 
VIII of 1925. 


Be it enacted by Parliament in the Sixty-seventh Year of the Republic of India as follow: — 

1. (!) This Act may be called the Sikh Gurdwaras (Amendment) Act, 2016. 

(2) It shall be deemed to have come into force from 8th October, 2003. 

2. In the Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), in 
section 49, for the proviso, the following proviso shall be substituted, namely: — 

“Provided that no person shall be registered as an elector who — 

(a) trims or shaves his beard or keshas', 

(b) smokes; and 

(c) takes alcoholic drinks.’’. 


Short title and 
commencement. 


Amendment 
of section 49. 
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Amendment 
of section 92. 


3. In section 92 of the principal Act, for the proviso, the following proviso shall be 
substituted, namely: — 

“Provided that no person shall be registered as an elector who — 

(a) trims or shaves his beard or keshas', 

ib) smokes; and 

(c) takes alcoholic drinks.’’. 


DR. G. N ARAYANA RAJU, 
Secretary to the Govt, of India. 
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Punjab Act 
VIII of 1925. 


As INTRODUCED IN THE RaJYA SaBHA 


Bill No. XVII of 2016 


THE SIKH GURDWARAS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2016 

A 

BILL 

further to amend the Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925 
Be it enacted by Parliament in the Sixty-seventh Year of the Republic of India as follow: — 

1. (7) This Act may be called the Sikh Gurdwaras (Amendment) Act, 2016. 

(2) It shall be deemed to have come into force from 8th October, 2003. 

2. In the Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), in 
5 section 49 for the proviso, the following proviso shall be substituted, namely: — 

“Provided that no person shall be registered as an elector who — 

(a) trims or shaves his beard or keshas\ 

( b ) smokes; and 

(c) takes alcoholic drinks.”. 

10 3. In section 92 of the principal Act, for the proviso, the following proviso shall be 

substituted, namely: — 

“Provided that no person shall be registered as an elector who — 

(a) trims or shaves his beard or keshas\ 

(b) smokes; and 

(c) takes alcoholic drinks.”. 


Short title 
and 

commencement. 

Amendment 
of section 49. 


Amendment 
of section 92. 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 72 of the Punjab Re-organisation Act, 
1966, the Central Government vide notification No. S.O. 1190(7?) dated 08th October, 2003, 
modified the provisos to the section 49 and section 92 of the Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925 
(Punjab Act VIII of 1925) thereby removing the exemption given to Sahjdhari Sikhs to enable 
them to vote in the elections to the members of the Board and the Committee constituted 
under the Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925. However, the said notification was quashed by the High 
Court of Pubjab and Haryana, vide judgment dated 20th December, 201 f leaving it for the 
appropriate and competent Legislature to decide to amend or not to amend the said Act. 

2. The Bill proposes to amend the provisos to section 49 and section 92 of the Sikh 
Gurdwaras Act, 1925 retrospectively with effect from 08th October, 2003 for removing the 
exemption given to Sahjdhari Sikhs. 

3. The Bill seeks to achieve the above objective. 


New Delhi; 

The 1 4th March, 2016. 


RAJNATH SINGH 
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ANNEXURE 


Extracts from the Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925 
(Punjab Act VID of 1925) 

49. Every person shall be entitled to have his name registered on the electoral roll of a 
constituency constituted for the election of a member or members of the Board who is a 
resident in that constituency and either — 

(;)* * * * * 

(ii) is a Sikh more than twenty-one years of age, who has had his name registered 
as a voter in such manner as may be prescribed: 

Provided that no person shall be registered as an elector who — 

(a) trims or shaves his beard or keshas except in case of sehjdhari\ 

( b ) smokes; 

(c) takes alcoholic drinks. 

92. Every person shall be entitled to have his name registered on the electoral roll of a 
constituency for the election of a member or members of a committee or of a local committee 
who is a resident in that constituency, and either — 

(;)* * * * * 

(ii) is a Sikh more than twenty-one years of age and has had his name registered 
as a voter in such manner as may be prescribed: 

Provided that no person shall be registered as an elector who — 

(a) trims or shaves his beard or keshas except in case of sehjdhari sikhs', 

(b) smokes; and 

(c) takes alcoholic drinks. 


Qualifications 
of electors. 


Qualification 
of electors. 
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BILL 

further to amend the Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925 


(Shri Rajnath Singh, Minister of Home Affairs) 
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[feRftg- JRxidKI (3Ffe?fe) f%W, 2016 3Wdlci] 

ftra - 4«4<mi (wfltra-) fofcra* , 201 6 

f^Ta - JRWdKI 3TfHPli|«H, 1925 
^t 3ttr *refm»r 
‘h't^ %■ fcHT 
fatfcra, 

31RcT d|UKio-i| #7 ^T^T3t # TTH^ ^dKT Pl-Mfc^d *q # ^ 3rft)PMfJrfT 

t ■- 

1. (1) fJT 3lfHPli|<H 37T ^TRT 5TFT JhbddKI (F?fttR) 3Tft3 P) JRT, 2016 
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1925 JFT 


(2) ^ 8 3^rar, 2003 $ sracfr pit *OT?rr sttwtt i 

2. Rtta- dR>cidKI 3l1t}Pl4<H, 1925 (f^ 5^7 qS^Tld; 3 TcT 3T^Pld<H 5f7fT 

JFTT t) SIRT 49 #7 q^F % TVtf qq Pl<Mfplf^H qtcFF7 *0T <Hk J <MI, 3T?fcT :- 


ffTOT 

3ttT HRH I 


tlHT 49 
7t?f|tP7 



“TCT fatfr afr A tf^re^d dff fodT 

oTPTdT, ofr- 

(HF) 3T^t 5^fT dT #Rlt HFf qRcRdl dT dSdT % ; 

(S) WTR 3RdT £ ; 3ftT 

(d) 3F^Tofr M *FT $3d ^RdT £ l;”l 

3. dd # UKT 92 % djd^F ^ ;RJTd 9T f^Rdfcrf^d dtcPF TST 

<\ o o 

vdlk'dl, 3Rfrd :- 
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(*F) 3FRfT 5jft dT #Rlt «Fd<dl dT dldT t ; 

(S’) SJddTd 3RdT ^ ; 3ftT 
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3ftr cfn «F*ra- 

3RRRT $ R3TRT M «H d^ d>oH 3rf$Pl4.H, 1966 # SlRT 72 #7 ^RT RcRT 
sited 4i rrRt ^r Fn arfiRRRT t. *ft.3tt. 1190(3T), dtfftsr 8 iwt, 2003 
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3rf?J^RRT, 1 925 % 3RfRT TTf^T 3iU fltelfcl ^ % Pld^dl # -Hd<il<H 

wr^t % f^nr l^raat £ct £r ^ ^ f^ir jrt sit i 

cRirte, r^trt alk 3 **r o-^widii ^ 3 rt^t RifRa - 20 Ert«r, 2011 % 
t^RT 3^RT 34 tT 3l1?RRRT PKfd 3R f^RTT ?IT 3fR fF SRfiR Rf te^R^RT 

SRRRrT 3ttr STSRT fcRjpR-3T3R RT 53I5 f^RJT ?JT ter «Ml 3TRJ15RRT ^ STSTRjoT 
teRIT 3W 3RJcJT I 
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49 . ton nrton editor tot to dsm nr dcR-ni to totorad to ton totor 
totofnd ato tor totoranr dmrato # 3 tw rot <tow nrto to ton $«m;k ton, 
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